

Silver: No Major Changes In Store For House Lines

By Nick Reisman 
March 12, 2012 at 1:49 pm
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver met with Gov. Andrew Cuomo for an hour today on the second floor of the Capitol. 

Naturally, the speaker emerged providing little detail on what was discussed, saying that he gave the governor a general overview of the Assembly’s one-house budget bill. 

Heading in to the meeting, Silver said he didn’t expect major changes will be made to the lines drawn by Federal Magistrate Roanne Mann’s proposal for new House districts. 

“I think they’re still just a template,” Silver said. “There probably won’t be wholesale changes.” 

The speaker also agreed with Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s assessment earlier today that lawmakers have made “progress” on redistricted lines for the Senate and Assembly. 

“I believe we’re very close, very close,” Silver said. 

Cuomo earlier on a radio interview with Fred Dicker drew a line in the sand, saying he would veto the Senate and Assembly lines without a statute for overhauling redistricting approved. He also criticized the special master drawn lines, saying she kept much of what the Legislature had proposed. 

Mann’s House lines have been more or less highly regarded by the Legislature (especially since she removes multiple thorny political problems including the loss of two seats), but criticized by national Democrats like Nancy Pelosi, the House minority leader. As Liz scooped on Friday, Pelosi called Cuomo to complain that the lines hurt women, namely Reps. Kathy Hochul and Louise Slaughter. 

I was able to grab Silver after the meeting, who said that he didn’t expect Cuomo to have to exercise his emergency extender authority for the Tier Six proposal. Though he wouldn’t say if he expects Tier Six or any sort of pension cost saving to ultimately be in the budget, Silver said he still expects an on-time spending plan. 

This was a very similar talking point Silver used last year when Cuomo threatened to go the extender route. 
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